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Physique painter as Renaissance man: The flamboyant life and forbidden art of George Quaintance
 
George Quaintance was an artist ahead of his time, a man who forged several successful careers, yet
never enjoyed mainstream fame. Had he been born a few decades later, we might know him today as a
multi-tasking celebrity stylist, as a coach on Dancing with the Stars, or perhaps as the fine artist he aspired to
be.

But Quaintance, who died in 1957, lived and worked during an era when homosexuality was repressed, when
his joyful paintings and physique photos could not depict a penis. In an era before Stonewall, the sexual
revolution, gay rights and the AIDS crisis, Quaintance and his high-camp erotic art existed in a demi-monde
of borderline legality.

Half a century on, the masculine fantasy world created by Quaintance, populated by Latin lovers, lusty
cowboys and chiseled ranch hands, retains its seductive allure. His highly prized paintings—numbering just
55—rarely come to auction, instead selling privately for undisclosed sums. As the preeminent ’male
physique’ artist of the 1940s and early ’50s, his work for Physique Pictorial, Demi-Gods and Body Beautiful
inspired a generation of artists like Tom of Finland, Harry Bush, Etienne, and other, lesser stars in their
constellation.

Raised on a farm in rural Virginia, Quaintance traveled a fascinating path of reinvention: at various points in
his life he was a Vaudeville dancer, the favored portraitist of Washington’s smart set, and a celebrity hair
designer—though he never actually touched hair.  

TASCHEN’s Quaintance traces his remarkable life story and reintroduces his colorful, kitschy and
culturally resonant paintings—works that made George Quaintance the most popular and successful
physique artist of his time, and one of its most intriguing figures.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Quaintance is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Irene Parker:

The guide with title Quaintance posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Donald Sigman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Quaintance.

Jerry Melgar:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Quaintance to make your current reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Quaintance can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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