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Janet Jackson’s infamous "wardrobe malfunction" at the 2004 Superbowl precipitated a nationwide
controversy. To judge by the hysterical reaction, one would think that nothing so shocking had ever been
seen on television. Yet, remarkably, during the conservative 1950s, similar breast-baring accidents on
television (by Faye Emerson and Jayne Mansfield) raised barely a stir. Is America on the verge of another
puritanical era? Is this new Puritanism the result of something more than just concerns for public decency?
First Amendment and emerging technology specialist Frederick S. Lane examines America’s changing
attitudes toward decency and the politics of decency in this timely book. He takes a strong and unequivocal
position that it is inappropriate and dangerous for the government to try to regulate morality. He accuses
religious conservatives of starting "decency wars" for motives no more noble than profit and political gain.
As Lane astutely points out, such controversies generate a flood of books, speeches, and syndicated radio and
television programs. More importantly, they fill the coffers of conservative politicians and "non-profits."
Lane first sets the stage for the current controversy by reviewing the history of the decency debate from the
invention of the camera as the catalyst for public decency concerns, through the mixing of morality and
politics by the Moral Majority and the Christian Coalition, to the recent activist stance by the Federal
Communications Commission against perceived indecency.
He spells out strategies for combating the rising influence of the Religious Right’s puritanical ploys by
emphasizing that decency standards are a private and personal responsibility, not a matter of law
enforcement. He asserts that we must continuously educate the public regarding the ruinous effects of
government censorship, watered-down textbooks, and homophobia. Moreover, he stresses the supreme
importance of supporting existing and new organizations to counteract the propaganda from groups like the
Christian Coalition and Focus on the Family.
Detailing the degree to which Fundamentalist religion has pervaded current politics, entertainment, and
society at large, this compelling book is essential reading for understanding one of the most fiercely debated
social issues of our nation.
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture. Try
to the actual book The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Warner Samuels:

The book The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lily Sawyers:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Decency Wars: The Campaign to
Cleanse American Culture to read.

Valerie Herrera:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book.



You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.
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