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Brian Jay Jones crafts a deft biography of the author of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip van
Winkle”: quintessential New Yorker, presidential confidant, diplomat, lawyer, and fascinating charmer. The
first American writer to make his pen his primary means of support, Washington Irving rocketed to fame at
the age of twenty-six. In 1809 he published A History of New York under the pseudonym Diedrich
Knickerbocker, to great acclaim. The public’s appetite for all things Irving was insatiable; his name alone
guaranteed sales.

At the time, he was one of the most famous men in the world, a friend of Dickens, Hawthorne, and
Longfellow, as well as Astor, van Buren, and Madison. But his sparkling public persona was only one side of
this gentleman author. In brilliant, meticulous strokes, Brian Jay Jones renders Washington Irving in all his
flawed splendor—someone who fretted about money and employment, suffered from writer’s block, and
doggedly cultivated his reputation. Jones offers a very human portrait of the often contrasting public and
private lives of this true American original.
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From reader reviews:

David Shetler:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Washington Irving: The
Definitive Biography of America's First Bestselling Author will make you to become smarter. You can feel
far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or ideal book with you?

Beth Ritchey:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Washington
Irving: The Definitive Biography of America's First Bestselling Author suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Washington Irving: The Definitive
Biography of America's First Bestselling Authoris the main of several books in which everyone read now.
That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Karen Taylor:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Washington Irving: The
Definitive Biography of America's First Bestselling Author that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Washington
Irving: The Definitive Biography of America's First Bestselling Author become your own personal starter.

Gail Cote:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Washington Irving: The Definitive Biography
of America's First Bestselling Author can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
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