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"God only knows how many diverse, captivating impressions and thoughts evoked by these impressions . . .
pass in a single day. If it were only possible to render them in such a way that I could easily read myself and
that others could read me as I do. . ." Such was the desire of the young Tolstoy. Although he knew that this
narrative utopia—turning the totality of his life into a book—would remain unfulfilled, Tolstoy would spend
the rest of his life attempting to achieve it. "Who, What Am I?" is an account of Tolstoy's lifelong attempt to
find adequate ways to represent the self, to probe its limits and, ultimately, to arrive at an identity not based
on the bodily self and its accumulated life experience.

This book guides readers through the voluminous, highly personal nonfiction writings that Tolstoy produced
from the 1850s until his death in 1910. The variety of these texts is enormous, including diaries, religious
tracts, personal confessions, letters, autobiographical fragments, and the meticulous accounts of dreams. For
Tolstoy, inherent in the structure of the narrative form was a conception of life that accorded linear temporal
order a predominant role, and this implied finitude. He refused to accept that human life stopped with death
and that the self was limited to what could be remembered and told. In short, his was a philosophical and
religious quest, and he followed in the footsteps of many, from Plato and Augustine to Rousseau and
Schopenhauer. In reconstructing Tolstoy's struggles, this book reflects on the problems of self and narrative
as well as provides an intellectual and psychological biography of the writer.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Pease:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this "Who, What Am I?": Tolstoy Struggles to
Narrate the Self.

Tara Gamboa:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this "Who, What Am I?": Tolstoy Struggles to
Narrate the Self guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation "Who, What Am I?": Tolstoy
Struggles to Narrate the Self as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book
that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Nancy Chinn:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book "Who, What Am I?": Tolstoy Struggles to
Narrate the Self was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book "Who,
What Am I?": Tolstoy Struggles to Narrate the Self has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Betsy Haley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is this "Who, What Am I?": Tolstoy Struggles to Narrate the
Self.
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