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After 1776, the former American colonies began to reimagine themselves as a unified, self-created
community. Technologies had an important role in the resulting national narratives, and a few technologies
assumed particular prominence. Among these were the axe, the mill, the canal, the railroad, and the irrigation
dam. In this book David Nye explores the stories that clustered around these technologies. In doing so, he
rediscovers an American story of origins, with America conceived as a second creation built in harmony with
God's first creation.

While mainstream Americans constructed technological foundation stories to explain their place in the New
World, however, marginalized groups told other stories of destruction and loss. Native Americans protested
the loss of their forests, fishermen resisted the construction of dams, and early environmentalists feared the
exhaustion of resources. A water mill could be viewed as the kernel of a new community or as a new way to
exploit labor. If passengers comprehended railways as part of a larger narrative about American expansion
and progress, many farmers attacked railroad land grants. To explore these contradictions, Nye devotes
alternating chapters to narratives of second creation and to narratives of those who rejected it.

Nye draws on popular literature, speeches, advertisements, paintings, and many other media to create a
history of American foundation stories. He shows how these stories were revised periodically, as social and
economic conditions changed, without ever erasing the earlier stories entirely. The image of the isolated
frontier family carving a homestead out of the wilderness with an axe persists to this day, alongside later
images and narratives. In the book's conclusion, Nye considers the relation between these earlier stories and
such later American developments as the conservation movement, narratives of environmental recovery, and
the idealization of wilderness.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled America as Second Creation: Technology and Narratives of New
Beginnings. Try to the actual book America as Second Creation: Technology and Narratives of New
Beginnings as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Howard Kincaid:

In other case, little individuals like to read book America as Second Creation: Technology and Narratives of
New Beginnings. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book America as Second Creation: Technology and Narratives of New Beginnings. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Alan Durham:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular America as Second Creation:
Technology and Narratives of New Beginnings book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Willis Newby:

The publication untitled America as Second Creation: Technology and Narratives of New Beginnings is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of America as Second Creation: Technology and Narratives
of New Beginnings from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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