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Mountains have long inspired the wit and daring of the world's most fascinating explorers. In this definitive
collection of mountain lore, Alan Weber exhibits forty-three essays by artists and adventurers to whom
climbing was more a mission than a sport. Beginning with the fabled tale of Hannibal's Roman invasion-
men, horses, and elephants in tow-through the hitherto impassable Alps, the accounts progress to recent
descriptions of high-peaks mountain climbing in Mount Everest and the formidable K-2. Included among the
earlier pieces are Petrarcha's introspective journey to the Windy Mount; William Windham's exploration of
Montenvers and the "Sea of Ice" in 1741; and English artist-critic John Ruskin's essay on mountain climate
and culture. Literary masters portray the idyllic and imperfect aspects of mountain life: the restoration poet
Andrew Marvell offers a hymn to the Barrow hills, while poems from Shelley, Lord Byron, and Matthew
Arnold praise the natural beauty and fresh air of the mountain crags. Because It's There pays homage to the
spiritual introspection and respect for nature engendered by the looming mountain ranges that have
demarcated territories, protecting villages and cities from invasion. The explorations these mountains have
inspired have tested human endurance and mental strength.
Alan Weber is a research fellow of the Institute for European Studies at Cornell University and a CEMERS
Associate Fellow at the State University of New York at Binghamton. He is the editor and author of
Nineteenth Century Science: A Selection of Original Texts, and Women Almanac Writers (Forthcoming). A
long-time member of the Penn State Outing and Cornell Outing Clubs, he has rock and ice-climbed in the
Adirondacks, Green and Shawangunk Mountains, and Mount Rainier.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering
from 200 B.C. to Today was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering
from 200 B.C. to Today is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship together with the book Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200
B.C. to Today. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sonia Cancel:

Here thing why this particular Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Because It's There: A Celebration of
Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Because It's There: A Celebration of
Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200 B.C.
to Today in e-book can be your alternative.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Because It's There: A
Celebration of Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Merlin Doyle:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also



they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One
of them is this Because It's There: A Celebration of Mountaineering from 200 B.C. to Today.
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