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Flagships of Imperialism is the first scholarly monograph on the history of the P&O shipping company, and
the first history of P&O to pay due attention to the context of nineteenth century imperial politics which so
significantly shaped the company’s development. Based chiefly on unpublished material from the P&O
archives and the National Archives, and on contemporary official publications, the book covers the crucial
period from the company’s origins to 1867. After presenting new findings about the company’s origins in the
Irish transport industry, the book charts the extension of the founders’ interests from the Iberian peninsula to
the Mediterranean, India, China and Australia. In so doing it deals with the development of the necessary
financial infrastructure for P&O’s operations; the founders’ attitudes to technical advances; the shareholding
base; the company’s involvement in the opium trade, and with its acquisition of mail, Admiralty and other
government contracts. It was the P&O’s status as a government contractor which, above all else, implicated
its fortunes in the wider politics of empire, as illustrated by the book's concluding account of the company’s
rescue from the edge of a financial precipice by the award of a new government mail contract prompted,
among other things, by the Abyssinian expedition of 1867. Flagships of Imperialism will be of interest to
transport and company historians and to historians of the British empire alike, as well as to anyone interested
in the history of British ships and shipping in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Kean:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Flagships of imperialism (Studies in
Imperialism) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Ruby Mejia:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism)
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The e-book Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

David Scott:

The feeling that you get from Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Flagships of
imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) instantly.

Willie Batres:

Typically the book Flagships of imperialism (Studies in Imperialism) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this article book.
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