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The broad diplomatic production of George P. Marsh, the first US ambassador to the Reign of Italy, contains
much more than the records of Italo-American relations. From 1864 Marsh reported to the Secretary of State
in Washington DC and to some personal friends a detailed and constantly updated description of the
political, social, economic and cultural situation in the peninsula. George P. Marsh was born in Woodstock,
Vermont in 1801 and despite his weak health, he started soon to study on his own in his father’s library in
Burlington. At the age of 20, he was fluent in more than 20 foreign languages, very acquainted with different
literatures and origins of languages and dialects. He is today considered America’s first environmentalist
thanks to the publication in 1864 of his book Man and Nature, later revised as The Earth as Modified by
Human Action. He didn’t make any discoveries, but lasting contributions. He applied science to life, not with
the disinterested precision of a scientist, but with the aims and methods of a humanist.

After 1861 he represented the United States at the Court of Savoy, in the critical years in which Italy was
built, and the United States reshaped along modern lines. From his perspective, he described prominent
Italian contemporaries and their relations with the United States and his opinion could not be ignored by the
Department of State. The hero of the Marsh reports was Giuseppe Garibaldi; the “devil”, Napoleon III. His
luminous exposition, with a clear and fresh language, revealed many aspects of his historical times and of the
images of Italy, which were frequently corroborated by the diaries of American tourists and writers doing
their “Grand Tour”: far from being a modern country, Italy appeared a wonderful destination for traveling,
the land of Dante, Machiavelli, Petrarca.

The volume collects the letters Marsh wrote from Florence between 1865 and 1871, when the Tuscan city
was the capital of Italy. As such, this edition of Marsh's official and personal correspondence is a key
resource for anyone interested both in the study of U.S.-Italian relations in the early post-unification years
and in an understanding of Italy's coeval perception by prominent foreigners who visited the country in that
period.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
George P. Marsh Correspondence: Images of Italy, 1861-1881 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press
Series in Italian Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Kevin White:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be George P. Marsh Correspondence: Images of Italy, 1861-1881 (The
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Daniel Gutierrez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be study. George
P. Marsh Correspondence: Images of Italy, 1861-1881 (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in
Italian Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Wendy Lambert:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That George P. Marsh Correspondence: Images of Italy, 1861-1881
(The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have George P. Marsh Correspondence: Images of Italy, 1861-1881
(The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Italian Studies).
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