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In this remarkable collection, ten premier scholars of nineteenth-century America address the epochal impact
of the Civil War by examining the conflict in terms of three Americas -- antebellum, wartime, and
postbellum nations. Moreover, they recognize the critical role in this transformative era of three groups of
Americans -- white northerners, white southerners, and African Americans in the North and South. Through
these differing and sometimes competing perspectives, the contributors address crucial ongoing
controversies at the epicenter of the cultural, political, and intellectual history of this decisive period in
American history.

Coeditors William J. Cooper, Jr., and John M. McCardell, Jr., introduce the collection, which contains essays
by the foremost Civil War scholars of our time: James M. McPherson considers the general import of the
war; Peter S. Onuf and Christa Dierksheide examine how patriotic southerners reconciled slavery with the
American Revolutionaries' faith in the new nation's progressive role in world history; Sean Wilentz attempts
to settle the long-standing debate over the reasons for southern secession; and Richard Carwardine identifies
the key wartime contributors to the nation's sociopolitical transformation and the redefinition of its ideals.

George C. Rable explores the complicated ways in which southerners adopted and interpreted the terms
"rebel" and "patriot," and Chandra Manning finds three distinct understandings of the relationship between
race and nationalism among Confederate soldiers, black Union soldiers, and white Union soldiers. The final
three pieces address how the country dealt with the meaning of the war and its memory: Nina Silber
discusses the variety of ways we continue to remember the war and the Union victory; W. Fitzhugh
Brundage tackles the complexity of Confederate commemoration; and David W. Blight examines the
complicated African American legacy of the war. In conclusion, McCardell suggests the challenges and
rewards of using three perspectives for studying this critical period in American history.

Presented originally at the "In the Cause of Liberty" symposium hosted by The American Civil War Center
at Historic Tredegar in Richmond, Virginia, these incisive essays by the most respected and admired scholars
in the field are certain to shape historical debate for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gibbons:

The book In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals to become your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide In the Cause of
Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Nancy Tandy:

The actual book In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Helen Green:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This In the Cause of Liberty: How
the Civil War Redefined American Ideals is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Theo Garcia:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the In the Cause of Liberty: How the Civil War Redefined American Ideals when you essential
it?
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