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In politics, utopians do not have a monopoly on imagination. Even the most conservative defenses of the
status quo, Raymond Geuss argues, require imaginative acts of some kind. In this collection of recent essays,
including his most overtly political writing yet, Geuss explores the role of imagination in politics,
particularly how imaginative constructs interact with political reality. He uses decisions about the war in Iraq
to explore the peculiar ways in which politicians can be deluded and citizens can misunderstand their leaders.
He also examines critically what he sees as one of the most serious delusions of western political thinking--
the idea that a human society is always best conceived as a closed system obeying fixed rules. And, in essays
on Don Quixote, museums, Celan's poetry, Heidegger's brother Fritz, Richard Rorty, and bourgeois
philosophy, Geuss reflects on how cultural artifacts can lead us to embrace or reject conventional
assumptions about the world. While paying particular attention to the relative political roles played by rule-
following, utilitarian calculations of interest, and aspirations to lead a collective life of a certain kind, Geuss
discusses a wide range of related issues, including the distance critics need from their political systems, the
extent to which history can enlighten politics, and the possibility of utopian thinking in a world in which
action retains its urgency.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

Often the book Politics and the Imagination has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Lorraine Cox:

The reason? Because this Politics and the Imagination is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Steven Craig:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Politics and the Imagination that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Politics and the Imagination become your personal starter.

Andrea Quirk:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Politics and the Imagination can be the reply, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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