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In this important new work, Nicholas Townsend explores what men say about being fathers, and about what
fatherhood means to them. He shows how men negotiate the prevailing cultural values about fatherhood,
marriage, employment, and home ownership that he conceptualizes as a 'package deal'. Townsend identifies
the conflicts and contradictions within the gendered expectations of men and fathers, and analyzes the social
and economic contexts that make emotionally involved fathering an elusive ideal.Drawing on the lives and
life stories of a group of men in their late forties who graduated from high school together in the early 1970s,
"The Package Deal" demystifies culture's image of fatherhood in the United States. These men are depicted
as neither villains nor victims, but as making their best efforts to achieve successful adult masculinity.This
book shows what fathers really think about fatherhood, the division of labor between fathers and mothers,
the gendered difference in expectations, and the privileging of the relationship between fathers and sons.
These revealing accounts of how fatherhood fits into the rest of men's lives help us better understand what
men can and cannot do as fathers. And they clearly illustrate that women are not alone in trying to 'have it all'
as they strive to combine work and family. Author note: Nicholas W. Townsend has investigated the
connections between men and families in the United States and southern Africa. He is Assistant Professor of
Anthropology at Brown University.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in
Men's Lives. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a new book The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in Men's Lives. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

April Hannah:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Package Deal: Marriage, Work,
and Fatherhood in Men's Lives will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable
book with you?

Stephen Morgan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be study. The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in Men's Lives can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Deanna Thompson:

The book untitled The Package Deal: Marriage, Work, and Fatherhood in Men's Lives contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.
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