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The fictional Dr. Strabismus sets out to write a new comprehensive theory of music. But music's tendency to
deconstruct itself combined with the complexities of postmodernism doom him to failure. This is the parable
that frames The Sense of Music, a novel treatment of music theory that reinterprets the modern history of
Western music in the terms of semiotics.

Based on the assumption that music cannot be described without reference to its meaning, Raymond Monelle
proposes that works of the Western classical tradition be analyzed in terms of temporality, subjectivity, and
topic theory. Critical of the abstract analysis of musical scores, Monelle argues that the score does not reveal
music's sense. That sense--what a piece of music says and signifies--can be understood only with reference
to history, culture, and the other arts. Thus, music is meaningful in that it signifies cultural temporalities and
themes, from the traditional manly heroism of the hunt to military power to postmodern "polyvocality."

This theoretical innovation allows Monelle to describe how the Classical style of the eighteenth century--
which he reads as a balance of lyric and progressive time--gave way to the Romantic need for emotional
realism. He argues that irony and ambiguity subsequently eroded the domination of personal emotion in
Western music as well as literature, killing the composer's subjectivity with that of the author. This leaves
Dr. Strabismus suffering from the postmodern condition, and Raymond Monelle with an exciting,
controversial new approach to understanding music and its history.
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From reader reviews:

Becky Pope:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this
particular The Sense of Music to read.

Ross Fletcher:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Sense of Music
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
The Sense of Musicis the main of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core
of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world within this book.

Arthur Reaves:

Beside this kind of The Sense of Music in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Sense of Music because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Angela Joseph:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Sense of Music when you required it?
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