
Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War
and America's Culture of Death

Mark S. Schantz

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00FB5FMYI
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00FB5FMYI
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00FB5FMYI


Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's
Culture of Death

Mark S. Schantz

Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death Mark S. Schantz

"Americans came to fight the Civil War in the midst of a wider cultural world that sent them messages about
death that made it easier to kill and to be killed. They understood that death awaited all who were born and
prized the ability to face death with a spirit of calm resignation. They believed that a heavenly eternity of
transcendent beauty awaited them beyond the grave. They knew that their heroic achievements would be
cherished forever by posterity. They grasped that death itself might be seen as artistically fascinating and
even beautiful."-from Awaiting the Heavenly Country

How much loss can a nation bear? An America in which 620,000 men die at each other's hands in a war at
home is almost inconceivable to us now, yet in 1861 American mothers proudly watched their sons,
husbands, and fathers go off to war, knowing they would likely be killed. Today, the death of a soldier in
Iraq can become headline news; during the Civil War, sometimes families did not learn of their loved ones'
deaths until long after the fact. Did antebellum Americans hold their lives so lightly, or was death so familiar
to them that it did not bear avoiding?

In Awaiting the Heavenly Country, Mark S. Schantz argues that American attitudes and ideas about death
helped facilitate the war's tremendous carnage. Asserting that nineteenth-century attitudes toward death were
firmly in place before the war began rather than arising from a sense of resignation after the losses became
apparent, Schantz has written a fascinating and chilling narrative of how a society understood death and
reckoned the magnitude of destruction it was willing to tolerate.

Schantz addresses topics such as the pervasiveness of death in the culture of antebellum America; theological
discourse and debate on the nature of heaven and the afterlife; the rural cemetery movement and the
inheritance of the Greek revival; death as a major topic in American poetry; African American notions of
death, slavery, and citizenship; and a treatment of the art of death-including memorial lithographs,
postmortem photography and Rembrandt Peale's major exhibition painting The Court of Death. Awaiting the
Heavenly Country is essential reading for anyone wanting a deeper understanding of the Civil War and the
ways in which antebellum Americans comprehended death and the unimaginable bloodshed on the horizon.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Johnson:

The book Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death to be your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a book Awaiting the
Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

William Wood:

This book untitled Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

David Blackwood:

Exactly why? Because this Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death
is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Denise Kerrigan:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The
Civil War and America's Culture of Death is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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