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Arnold Sommerfeld (1868--1951) was among the most significant contributors to the birth of modern
theoretical physics. At the University of Munich, beginning in 1906, he trained two generations of theoretical
physicists. Eight of his students (among them Werner Heisenberg, Wolfgang Pauli, and Hans Bethe) went on
to win the Nobel Prize. In Crafting the Quantum, Suman Seth offers the first English-language book-length
study of Sommerfeld's work, presenting an intellectual and cultural history of theoretical physics in Germany
viewed through the lens of Sommerfeld's research and pedagogy. Seth examines the practical origins of
many of the problems undertaken by Sommerfeld and his school, a number of which carried over from his
years of teaching at an engineering school. Some of this research was later applied by his students during
World War I to such problems as the stability of aircraft wings and the functioning and directional operation
of antennas. Seth describes in detail Sommerfeld's pedagogical practice, including his characteristic
amalgamation of research and teaching. He relates the history of the "older" quantum theory and
Sommerfeld's engagement with the work of Max Planck and Niels Bohr and compares Sommerfeld's
"physics of problems" to Planck's and Bohr's more abstract "physics of principles." To illuminate the nature
of Sommerfeld's work, Seth offers detailed descriptions of the contrasting work of other theorists. Seth's
innovative account challenges idealist depictions of the nature of theoretical work in physics, describing not
only modes of practice but also the multiple areas of intellectual, political, and social life from which science
draws resources and to which it contributes.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the
Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies
in the History of Science and Technology). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Christopher Barnes:

The book Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Crafting the Quantum:
Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of
Science and Technology)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Crafting the
Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the
History of Science and Technology) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jason Probst:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology).

Thomas Rojas:

You can get this Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926



(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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