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In Reconstruction in the Cane Fields, John C. Rodrigue examines emancipation and the difficult transition
from slavery to free labor in one enclave of the South — the cane sugar region of southern Louisiana. In
contrast to the various forms of sharecropping and tenancy that replaced slavery in the cotton South, wage
labor dominated the sugar industry. Rodrigue demonstrates that the special geographical and environmental
requirements of sugar production in Louisiana shaped the new labor arrangements. Ultimately, he argues, the
particular demands of Louisiana sugar production accorded freedmen formidable bargaining power in the
contest with planters over free labor.

Rodrigue addresses many issues pivotal to all post-emancipation societies: How would labor be reorganized
following slavery’s demise? Who would wield decision-making power on the plantation? How were former
slaves to secure the fruits of their own labor? He finds that while freedmen’s working and living conditions
in the postbellum sugar industry resembled the prewar status quo, they did not reflect a continuation of the
powerlessness of slavery. Instead, freedmen converted their skills and knowledge of sugar production, their
awareness of how easily they could disrupt the sugar plantation routine, and their political empowerment
during Radical Reconstruction into leverage that they used in disputes with planters over wages, hours, and
labor conditions. Thus, sugar planters, far from being omnipotent overlords who dictated terms to workers,
were forced to adjust to an emerging labor market as well as to black political power.

The labor arrangements particular to postbellum sugar plantations not only propelled the freedmen’s political
mobilization during Radical Reconstruction, Rodrigue shows, but also helped to sustain black political power
— at least for a few years — beyond Reconstruction’s demise in 1877.

By showing that freedmen, under the proper circumstances, were willing to consent to wage labor and to
work routines that strongly resembled those of slavery, Reconstruction in the Cane Fields offers a profound
interpretation of how former slaves defined freedom in slavery’s immediate aftermath. It will prove essential
reading for all students of southern, African American, agricultural, and labor history.
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From reader reviews:

Deb Valdez:

Here thing why this Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar
Parishes, 1862-1882 are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless
it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Reconstruction in the
Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882 giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with
Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882 in
e-book can be your alternate.

Bradford Padgett:

The reserve with title Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar
Parishes, 1862-1882 contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read
this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read it anywhere you want.

Manuel Porter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to
Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-1882 why because the great cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Elmo Bragg:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.



The Reconstruction in the Cane Fields: From Slavery to Free Labor in Louisiana's Sugar Parishes, 1862-
1882 offer you a new experience in studying a book.
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