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How did the world come to be organized into sovereign states? Daniel Philpott argues that two historical
revolutions in ideas are responsible. First, the Protestant Reformation ended medieval Christendom and
brought a system of sovereign states in Europe, culminating at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. Second,
ideas of equality and colonial nationalism brought a sweeping end to colonial empires around 1960,
spreading the sovereign states system to the rest of the globe. In both cases, revolutions in ideas about
legitimate political authority profoundly altered the "constitution" that establishes basic authority in the
international system.

Ideas exercised influence first by shaping popular identities, then by exercising social power upon the elites
who could bring about new international constitutions. Swaths of early modern Europeans, for instance,
arrived at Protestant beliefs, then fought against the temporal powers of the Church on behalf of the
sovereignty of secular princes, who could overthrow the formidable remains of a unified medieval
Christendom. In the second revolution, colonial nationalists, domestic opponents of empire, and rival
superpowers pressured European cabinets to relinquish their colonies in the name of equality and
nationalism, resulting in a global system of sovereign states. Bringing new theoretical and historical depth to
the study of international relations, Philpott demonstrates that while shifts in military, economic, and other
forms of material power cannot be overlooked, only ideas can explain how the world came to be organized
into a system of sovereign states.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Revolutions in
Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics)is one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the
core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Ida Hamilton:

The actual book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Henry Vance:

Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas
Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
pondering.

Tia Sargent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
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