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In this provocative and timely collection of essays--five published for the first time--one of the most
important ethnohistorians writing today, James Axtell, explores the key role of imagination both in our
perception of strangers and in the writing of history. Coinciding with the 500th anniversary of Columbus's
"discovery" of America, this collection covers a wide range of topics dealing with American history. Three
essays view the invasion of North America from the perspective of the Indians, whose land it was. The very
first meetings, he finds, were nearly always peaceful. Other essays describe native encounters with colonial
traders--creating "the first consumer revolution"--and Jesuit missionaries in Canada and Mexico. Despite the
tragedy of many of the encounters, Axtell also finds that there was much humor in Indian-European
negotiations over peace, sex, and war. In the final section he conducts searching analyses of how college
textbooks treat the initial century of American history, how America's human face changed from all brown in
1492 to predominantly white and black by 1792, and how we handled moral questions during the
Quincentenary. He concludes with an extensive review of the Quincentenary scholarship--books, films, TV,
and museum exhibits--and suggestions for how we can assimilate what we have learned.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

The particular book Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Linda Amato:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get before. The Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North America giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Harrison Bowman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Beyond 1492:
Encounters in Colonial North America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Margaret Ochoa:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Beyond 1492: Encounters in Colonial North
America was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Beyond 1492:
Encounters in Colonial North America has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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