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In July 1862, Union Lieutenant Stephen Spalding wrote a long letter from his post in Algiers, Louisiana, to
his former college roommate. Equally fascinating and unsettling for modern readers, the comic cynicism of
the young soldier’s correspondence offers an unusually candid and intimate account of military life and
social change on the southern front. A captivating primary source, Spalding’s letter is reproduced here for
the first time, along with contextual analysis and biographical detail, by Michael D. Pierson. Lt. Spalding in
Civil War Louisiana lifts the curtain on the twenty-two-year-old’s elitist social attitudes and his consuming
ambition, examining the mind of a man of privilege as he turns to humor to cope with unwelcome realities.

Spalding and his correspondent, James Peck, both graduates of the University of Vermont, lived in a society
dominated by elite young men, with advantages granted by wealth, gender, race, and birth. Caught in the
middle of the Civil War, Spalding adopts a light-hearted tone in his letter, both to mask his most intimate
thoughts and fears and distance himself from those he perceives as social inferiors. His jokes show us an
unpleasantly stratified America, with blacks, women, and the men in the ranks subjected to ridicule and even
physical abuse by an officer with more assertiveness than experience.

His longest story, a wild escapade in New Orleans that included abundant drinking and visits to two brothels,
gives us a glimpse of a world in which men bonded through excess and indulgence. More poignantly, tactless
jests about death, told as his unit suffers its first casualties, reveal a man struggling to come to terms with
mortality. Evidence of Spalding’s unfulfilled aspirations, like his sometimes disturbing wit, allows readers to
see past his entitlement to his human weaknesses. An engrossing picture of a charismatic but flawed young
officer, Lt. Spalding in Civil War Louisiana offers new ways to look at the society that shaped him.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Lt. Spalding in Civil War Louisiana: A
Union Officer's Humor, Privilege, and Ambition book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Edna Brooks:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book.
The book Lt. Spalding in Civil War Louisiana: A Union Officer's Humor, Privilege, and Ambition it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high
quality.

Vincenza Nagel:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Lt. Spalding in Civil War Louisiana: A Union Officer's Humor, Privilege,
and Ambition can make you sense more interested to read.

Joshua Matthews:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
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