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Fourth grade is ground zero in the fierce debates about education reform in America. It’s when kids (well,
some of them) make the shift from “learning to read” to “reading to learn,” and tomes have been written
about the fourth-grade year by educators, administrators, philosophers, and pundits. Now, in a fascinating
and groundbreaking book, Inda Schaenen adds the voices of actual fourth-grade kids to the conversation.

Schaenen, a journalist turned educator, spent a year traveling across the state of Missouri, the geographical
and spiritual center of the country, visiting fourth-grade classrooms of every description: public, private,
urban, rural, religious, charter. Speaking of Fourth Grade looks at how our different approaches to education
stack up against one another and chronicles what kids at the heart of our great, democratic education
experiment have to say about “What Makes a Good Teacher” and “What Makes a Good Student,” as well as
what they think about the Accelerated Reader programs that dominate public school classrooms, high-stakes
testing, and the very purpose of school in the first place.

A brilliant and original work at the intersection of oral history, sociology, and journalism, Speaking of
Fourth Grade offers unique insight into the personal consequences of national education policy. The voices
of the children in Speaking of Fourth Grade will stay with readers—parents, teachers, and others—for many
years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

The guide untitled Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America is
the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Speaking of Fourth Grade:
What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Reinaldo Downs:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The
book Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Rhonda Rudder:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids
Tells Us About School in America why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jose Chapman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells
Us About School in America was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Speaking of Fourth Grade: What Listening to Kids Tells Us About School in America has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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