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Recognized as the outstanding Iranian writer of the twentieth century, Sadegh Hedayat is credited with
having brought his country's language and literature into the mainstream of contemporary writing. The Blind
Owl, long considered a classic and often compared to the works of Poe, chillingly recreates the labyrinthine
movements of a deranged mind.

The young woman who haunts the narrator isfirst introduced as a stranger with jet-black hair and wide,
haunting eyes. She creeps into the narrator's room but he realizes, upon touching her, that sheislifelessand
cold. The narrator, a painter and opium addict, packs the woman's corpse into a suitcase and takes her to an
remote spot along the banks of ariver, where he buries her. Along the way he meets an old man with a
spine-chilling laugh who becomes the first in a stream of recurring mental images: four cadaverous black
horses with rasping coughs, a hidden urn of poisoned wine, a sheep butcher, and a small painting of awoman
on the back of a pen-case soon follow. Through a series of intricately woven events that revolve around these
images, the narrator is compelled to record his obsession with the woman even as it drives him further into
madness. That the narrator is recording his confession for the sake of his shadow, which he thinks perfectly
resembles an owl, only heightens the sense of terror: "My shadow on the wall had become exactly like an

owl and, leaning forward, read intently every word | wrote."

The eerie images, and their repetition, obscure reality and twist and turn into themselves, disorienting the
reader and mimicing the distress of the opium-addled narrator. The woman, at first a stranger, becomes the
narrator's mother, and finally hiswife. Asthe book winds to a close, the narrator is trapped in hisroom, so
dissociated from reality that his shadow appears more real to him than he himself does. The narrator finally
takes up his bone-handled butcher's knife (the same instrument he has seen the butcher wiping on the legs of
sheep carcasses), and proceeds to the beautiful young woman's room. After she welcomes himin, hefalls
into -- or springs upon -- her, consumed by lust and hatred ("[they] were twins. Her fresh, moonlight-pale
body . . . opened and closed me within itself like a cobra coiling around its prey"). In the confused,
impassioned struggl e that follows, the man sinks his knife into the young woman's side, killing her. Emitting
ahollow, grating laugh, he staggersto amirror -- only to find that his reflection is that of the old bearded
man who has so long been haunting him. The book ends with the man looking out of his room to see the
crouching figure of the old man disappearing into the mist, and looking down at his own chest to see
maggots writing in the folds of his coat, and to feel the weight of the dead woman upon his chest.
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From reader reviews:
ClydeHarlan:

The book untitled The Blind Owl is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of exploration when write the book,
hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the
e-book of The Blind Owl from the publisher to make you far more enjoy freetime.

Susan Parker:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to
fill your freetime/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Blind Owl can be great book to read. May be it
isusually best activity to you.

Eric Alaniz:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromiit. It is
called of book The Blind Owl. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucia that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Mary Fix:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
isvery important and also book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Blind Owl.
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