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Anyone who wants to understand how abortion has been treated historically in the western legal tradition
must first come to terms with two quite different but interrelated historical trajectories. On one hand, there is
the ancient Judeo-Christian condemnation of prenatal homicide as a wrong warranting retribution; on the
other, there is the juristic definition of "crime" in the modern sense of the word, which distinguished the term
sharply from "sin" and "tort" and was tied to the rise of Western jurisprudence. To find the act of abortion
first identified as a crime in the West, one has to go back to the twelfth century, to the schools of
ecclesiastical and Roman law in medieval Europe.

In this book, Wolfgang P. Müller tells the story of how abortion came to be criminalized in the West. As he
shows, criminalization as a distinct phenomenon and abortion as a self-standing criminal category developed
in tandem with each other, first being formulated coherently in the twelfth century at schools of law and
theology in Bologna and Paris. Over the ensuing centuries, medieval prosecutors struggled to widen the
range of criminal cases involving women accused of ending their unwanted pregnancies. In the process,
punishment for abortion went from the realm of carefully crafted rhetoric by ecclesiastical authorities to
eventual implementation in practice by clerical and lay judges across Latin Christendom. Informed by legal
history, moral theology, literature, and the history of medicine, Müller's book is written with the concerns of
modern readers in mind, thus bridging the gap that might otherwise divide modern and medieval
sensibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Barker:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book The
Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law. All type of book is it possible to see
on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Joseph Gee:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its
Origins in Medieval Law book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Maria Ives:

Beside this particular The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval Law in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval
Law because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Henry McMahon:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Criminalization of Abortion in the West:
Its Origins in Medieval Law to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the book The Criminalization of Abortion in the West: Its Origins in Medieval
Law can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
their time.
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