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Long considered "the noblest of the senses," vision has increasingly come under critical scrutiny by a wide
range of thinkers who question its dominance in Western culture. These critics of vision, especially
prominent in twentieth-century France, have challenged its allegedly superior capacity to provide access to
the world. They have also criticized its supposed complicity with political and social oppression through the
promulgation of spectacle and surveillance.

Martin Jay turns to this discourse surrounding vision and explores its often contradictory implications in the
work of such influential figures as Jean-Paul Sartre, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Michel Foucault, Jacques
Lacan, Louis Althusser, Guy Debord, Luce Irigaray, Emmanuel Levinas, and Jacques Derrida. Jay begins
with a discussion of the theory of vision from Plato to Descartes, then considers its role in the French
Enlightenment before turning to its status in the culture of modernity. From consideration of French
Impressionism to analysis of Georges Bataille and the Surrealists, Roland Barthes's writings on photography,
and the film theory of Christian Metz, Jay provides lucid and fair-minded accounts of thinkers and ideas
widely known for their difficulty.

His book examines the myriad links between the interrogation of vision and the pervasive antihumanist,
antimodernist, and counter-enlightenment tenor of much recent French thought. Refusing, however, to
defend the dominant visual order, he calls instead for a plurality of "scopic regimes." Certain to generate
controversy and discussion throughout the humanities and social sciences, Downcast Eyes will consolidate
Jay's reputation as one of today's premier cultural and intellectual historians.
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From reader reviews:

William Martel:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Downcast
Eyes: The Denigration of Vision in Twentieth-Century French Thought? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Charles Green:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Downcast Eyes: The Denigration of
Vision in Twentieth-Century French Thought can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Marie Nitta:

You can get this Downcast Eyes: The Denigration of Vision in Twentieth-Century French Thought by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Richard Cary:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Downcast Eyes: The Denigration of Vision in
Twentieth-Century French Thought was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Downcast Eyes: The Denigration of Vision in Twentieth-Century French Thought has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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