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Students in Japan, China, and Korea are among the world's top performers on standardized math and science
tests. The nations of East Asia are also leading manufacturers of consumer goods that incorporate scientific
breakthroughs in telecommunications, optics, and transportation. Yet there is a startling phenomenon known
throughout Asia as the "creativity problem." While East Asians are able to use science, they have not
demonstrated the ability to invent radically new systems and paradigms that lead to new technologies. In
fact, the legal and illegal transfer of technology from the West to the East is one of the most contentious
international business issues. Yet Asians who study and work in the West and depend upon Western
languages for their research are among the most creative and talented scientists, no less so than their Western
counterparts.

William C. Hannas contends that this paradox emerges from the nature of East Asian writing systems, which
are character-based rather than alphabetic. Character-based orthographies, according to the author, lack the
abstract features of alphabetic writing that model the thought processes necessary for scientific creativity.
When first learning to read, children who are immersed in a character-based culture are at a huge
disadvantage because such writing systems do not cultivate the ability for abstract thought. Despite the
overwhelming body of evidence that points to the cognitive side-effects, the cultural importance of
character-based writing makes the adoption of an alphabet unlikely in the near future.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Writing on the Wall: How Asian
Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading
a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or acceptable book with you?

Ashley McKay:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Writing on the
Wall: How Asian Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Wesley McFarland:

This book untitled The Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with
Asia) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
e-book from your list.

Francis Garcia:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Writing on the Wall: How Asian
Orthography Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Writing on the Wall: How Asian Orthography
Curbs Creativity (Encounters with Asia) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of the time.
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