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In this first critical study of Anna Letitia Barbauld’s major work, Daniel P. Watkins reveals the singular
purpose of Barbauld’s visionary poems: to recreate the world based on the values of liberty and justice.

Watkins examines in close detail both the form and content of Barbauld’s Poems, originally published in
1773 and revised and reissued in 1792. Along with careful readings of the poems that situate the works in
their broader political, historical, and philosophical contexts, Watkins explores the relevance of the
introductory epigraphs and the importance of the poems’ placement throughout the volume.

Centering his study on Barbauld’s effort to develop a visionary poetic stance, Watkins argues that the
deliberate arrangement of the poems creates a coherent portrayal of Barbauld’s poetic, political, and social
vision, a far-sighted sagacity born of her deep belief that the principles of love, sympathy, liberty, and
pacifism are necessary for a secure and meaningful human reality. In tracing the contours of this effort,
Watkins examines, in particular, the tension in Barbauld’s poetry between her desire to engage directly with
the political realities of the world and her equally strong longing for a pastoral world of peace and prosperity.

Scholars of British literature and women writers will welcome this important study of one of the eighteenth
century’s foremost writers.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Lemieux:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-
Century Visionary Poetics book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jon Gonzalez:

This Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Bonnie Lugo:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Anna Letitia Barbauld and Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics will give you a new experience in
studying a book.

Tasha Banda:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Anna Letitia Barbauld and
Eighteenth-Century Visionary Poetics which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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