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The enactment of the national Right to Information (RTI) Act in 2005 has been produced, consumed, and
celebrated as an important event of democratic deepening in India both in terms of the process that led to its
enactment (arising from a grassroots movement) and its outcome (fundamentally altering the citizen--state
relationship). This book proposes that the explanatory factors underlying this event may be more complex
than imagined thus far.

The book discusses how the leadership of the grassroots movement was embedded within the ruling elite and
possessed the necessary resources as well as unparalleled access to spaces of power for the movement to be
successful. It shows how the democratisation of the higher bureaucracy along with the launch of the
economic liberalisation project meant that the urban, educated, high-caste, upper-middle class elite that
provided critical support to the demand for an RTI Act was no longer vested in the state and had moved to
the private sector. Mirroring this shift, the framing of the RTI Act during the 1990s saw its ambit reduced to
the government, even as there was a concomitant push to privatise public goods and services. It goes on to
investigate the Indian RTI Act within the global explosion of freedom of information laws over the last two
decades, and shows how international pressures had a direct and causal impact both on its content and the
timing of its enactment.

Taking the production of the RTI Act as a lens, the book argues that while there is much to celebrate in the
consolidation of procedural democracy in India over the last six decades, existing social and political
structures may limit the extent and forms of democratic deepening occurring in the near future. It will be of
interest to those working in the fields of South Asian Law, Asian Politics, and Civil Society.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Democracy and Transparency in the Indian
State: The Making of the Right to Information Act (Routledge/Edinburgh South Asian Studies Series) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Gail Beattie:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have
underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then
having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you
that Democracy and Transparency in the Indian State: The Making of the Right to Information Act
(Routledge/Edinburgh South Asian Studies Series) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Levi Ryan:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Democracy and Transparency in the Indian State: The Making of
the Right to Information Act (Routledge/Edinburgh South Asian Studies Series) can be very good book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Rohrbach:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books that
can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Democracy and Transparency in the Indian



State: The Making of the Right to Information Act (Routledge/Edinburgh South Asian Studies Series).
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