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The vital place of literature and the figure of the writer in Russian society and history have been extensively
studied, but their role in the evolution of psychiatry is less well known. In Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930, Irina Sirotkina explores the transformations of Russian
psychiatric practice through its relationship to literature. During this period, psychiatrists began to view
literature as both an indicator of the nation's mental health and an integral part of its well-being. By aligning
themselves with writers, psychiatrists argued that the aim of their science was not dissimilar to the literary
project of exploring the human soul and reflecting on the psychological ailments of the age.

Through the writing of pathographies (medical biographies), psychiatrists strengthened their social standing,
debated political issues under the guise of literary criticism, and asserted moral as well as professional
claims. By examining the psychiatric engagement with the works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Nikolai Gogol, Leo
Tolstoy, and the decadents and revolutionaries, Sirotkina provides a rich account of Russia's medical and
literary history during this turbulent revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Parker:

The book Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and
Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture)
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Leslie Woodson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930
(Medicine and Culture) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book you wanted.

William Marshall:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and
Culture). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one place to other place.

Blanche Dobos:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Diagnosing Literary Genius:
A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture).
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