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When people experience a traumatic event, such as war or the threat of annihilation, they often turn to
history for stories that promise a positive outcome to their suffering. During World War II, the French took
comfort in the story of Joan of Arc and her heroic efforts to rid France of foreign occupation. To bring the
Joan narrative more into line with current circumstances, popular retellings modified the original story so
that what people believed took place in the past was often quite different from what actually occurred.

Paul A. Cohen believes this interplay between story and history is a worldwide phenomenon found in
countries of radically different cultural, religious, and social character. He focuses on Serbia, Israel, the
Soviet Union, China, Great Britain, and France, all of which experienced severe crises in the twentieth
century and, in response, appropriated age-old historical narratives that resonated with what was happening
in the present to serve a unifying, restorative purpose.

A central theme in the book is the distinction between popular memory and history. Although vitally
important to historians, this distinction is routinely blurred in people's minds, and the historian's truth often
cannot compete with the power of a compelling story from the past, even when it has been seriously distorted
by myth or political manipulation. Cohen concludes by suggesting that the patterns of interaction he probes,
given their near universality, may well be rooted in certain human propensities that transcend cultural
difference.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled History and Popular Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of
Crisis. Try to face the book History and Popular Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis as your
buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge
with this book.

Timothy Parker:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of History and Popular
Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Eva Velasco:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this History and Popular Memory: The Power of Story in Moments of Crisis.

Vicky Bowman:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think reading a
book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book,
taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like History and Popular Memory: The Power of Story in
Moments of Crisis which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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