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Considers what is known of acclaimed early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? and how he was characterized
in various times and places.

Early Sufi master Ab? Bakr al-Shibl? (d. 946) is both famous and unknown. One of the pioneers of Islamic
mysticism, he left no writings, but his legacy was passed down orally, and he has been acclaimed from his
own time to the present. Accounts of Shibl? present a fascinating figure: an eccentric with a showy red
beard, a lover of poetry and wit, an ascetic who embraced altered states of consciousness, and, for a time, a
disturbed man confined to an insane asylum. Kenneth Avery offers a contemporary interpretation of Shibl?’s
thought and his importance in the history of Sufism. This book surveys the major sources for Shibl?’s life
and work from both Arabic and Persian traditions, detailing the main facets of his biography and teachings
and documenting the evolving figure of a Sufi saint. Shibl?’s relationships with his more famous colleague
Junayd and his infamous colleague ?all?j are discussed, along with his Qur’?nic spirituality, his poetry, and
the question of his periodic insanity.

“A very fine contribution to the history of Sufism.” — John Renard, editor of Fighting Words: Religion,
Violence, and the Interpretation of Sacred Texts

Kenneth Avery received his PhD in Islamic Studies from the University of Melbourne in Australia. His
books include Fifty Poems of ‘A???r and A Psychology of Early Sufi sam?‘: Listening and Altered States.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Salas:

The book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Shibli: His Life and Thought in the
Sufi Tradition? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Shibli: His
Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Zoe Harris:

Here thing why this Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as delicious as food or not. Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Shibli:
His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi Tradition
in e-book can be your alternative.

Barbara Wheat:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi
Tradition can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kellie Stephens:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shibli: His Life and Thought in the Sufi
Tradition can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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