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Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2010 im Fachbereich VWL - Umweltökonomie, Note: 1,3, Humboldt-Universität
zu Berlin (Environmental and Resource Economics), Veranstaltung: Land and Water Management, Sprache:
Deutsch, Abstract: Water is distributed unevenly over the globe, making it scarce in many regions of the
world. This scarcity is projected to increase significantly due to rapid population growth and increasing per
capita affluence, leading to higher per capita water consumption. Global climate change may be an additional
factor intensifying water shortness in some regions due to an increasing number of drought events. As water
scarcity immediately effects agricultural production, food supply is at risk of becoming insecure in countries
poorly endowed with water. ALLAN introduced the concept of virtual water in mid 1990s, stressing that
import of food crops and thereby of virtual water could be the solution to water scarcity and food insecurity
in water deficient countries (see ALLAN, 1996). Meanwhile, the trade of virtual water is strongly promoted
in the water resources literature as a policy tool serving to enhance global water use efficiency, release
pressure on nations’ short water resources, ensure food security, and even to prevent wars over water (see
ALLAN, 1998, p.545). This is supported by the suggestion that food staples are readily available on the
world market at prices undercutting the costs of production (see ALLAN, 1996, p.1, YANG AND
ZEHNDER, 2002, p.1422). Following its potential benefits, ALLAN even called it ‘‘the dream solution in
water-stressed economies’’ (see ALLAN, 2002, cited in ROTH AND WARNER, 2007, p.258). This paper
aims at calling attention to the limitations of the concept and the adverse effects virtual water trade can have
on the exporting aswell as on the importing countries. While the implementation of virtual water trade may
lead to the desired outcome in terms of water savings, it may be socially, economically, and environmentally
detrimental, if its many implications are not taken into account and economic and social adjustments to it are
lacking. The paper is structured as follows: in chapter 2, the concept of virtual water will be explained by its
definition and application to international trade, thereby highlighting its potential in water saving. Chapter 3
is devoted to the analysis of the relationship between water scarcity and virtual water trade, showing that
water scarcity is only in few cases the driver of importing water-intensive commodities. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The concept of virtual water as a policy tool?: Virtual
water trade and its implications. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important the book The concept of virtual water as a policy tool?: Virtual water trade
and its implications. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Arthur Coe:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take The concept of virtual water as a policy tool?: Virtual water trade and its
implications as your daily resource information.

Jenny Perez:

The book The concept of virtual water as a policy tool?: Virtual water trade and its implications has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written
by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Betty Bass:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The concept of virtual water as a policy tool?: Virtual
water trade and its implications why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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