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Bruce Ackerman offers a sweeping reinterpretation of our nation’s constitutional experience and its promise
for the future. Integrating themes from American history, political science, and philosophy, We the People
confronts the past, present, and future of popular sovereignty in America. Only this distinguished scholar
could present such an insightful view of the role of the Supreme Court. Rejecting arguments of judicial
activists, proceduralists, and neoconservatives, Ackerman proposes a new model of judicial interpretation
that would synthesize the constitutional contributions of many generations into a coherent whole. The author
ranges from examining the origins of the dualist tradition in the Federalist Papers to reflecting upon recent,
historic constitutional decisions. The latest revolutions in civil rights, and the right to privacy, are integrated
into the fabric of constitutionalism. Today’s Constitution can best be seen as the product of three great
exercises in popular sovereignty, led by the Founding Federalists in the 1780s, the Reconstruction
Republicans in the 1860s, and the New Deal Democrats in the 1930s.

Ackerman examines the roles played during each of these periods by the Congress, the Presidency, and the
Supreme Court. He shows that Americans have built a distinctive type of constitutional democracy, unlike
any prevailing in Europe. It is a dualist democracy, characterized by its continuing effort to distinguish
between two kinds of politics: normal politics, in which organized interest groups try to influence
democratically elected representatives; and constitutional politics, in which the mass of citizens mobilize to
debate matters of fundamental principle. Although American history is dominated by normal politics, our
tradition places a higher value on mobilized efforts to gain the consent of the people to new governing
principles. In a dualist democracy, the rare triumphs of constitutional politics determine the course of normal
politics.

More than a decade in the making, and the first of three volumes, this compelling book speaks to all who
seek to renew and redefine our civic commitments in the decades ahead.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We the
People (Harvard)). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We the People (Harvard)). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Ethelyn Allen:

The guide untitled We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We the People (Harvard)) is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We the People
(Harvard)) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rick Braden:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We
the People (Harvard)) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism We the People, Volume 1:
Foundations (We the People (Harvard)) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

James Harris:

The book untitled We the People, Volume 1: Foundations (We the People (Harvard)) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.
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