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In Cataclysm, Herman S. Wolk examines the thinking and leadership of General Henry H. (Hap) Arnold,
Commanding General, Army Air Forces (AAF), during World War II. Specifically, Wolk concentrates on
Arnold’s role in crafting the weapons, organization, and command of the strategic bombing offensive against
Japan. The B-29 long-range bombing campaign against the Japanese home islands dictated unprecedented
organization and command; hence, Arnold established the Twentieth Air Force, commanded by himself from
Washington and reporting directly to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Arnold excelled in his command of the AAF,
relieving a long-time colleague (Hansell) in favor of a hard-nosed operator (LeMay). This crucial move was
a turning point in the Pacific War. In the spring and summer of 1945, Arnold was a driven leader, almost
willing the B-29 campaign and the air and sea blockade to collapse Japan before the scheduled massive
invasion of Kyushu on November 1st. Arnold agreed that politically the atomic bomb shocked the Japanese
to capitulation, but as the architect of the bombing offensive, he emphasized that Japan was already defeated
in the summer of 1945 by the bombing and blockade, and that it was not militarily necessary to drop the
atomic bomb. Wolk brings out important rationales and connections in doctrine, organization, and command
not previously published. He also mines sources not previously exploited, including the author’s interviews
with General LeMay, Hansell, and Eaker; Arnold’s wartime correspondence; documentation from the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library; and postwar interrogations of Japanese officials and civilians. Cataclysm will
prove an important addition to the history of the Pacific War, airpower, and the debate over the use of the
atomic bomb against Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

The book Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Cataclysm: General Hap
Arnold and the Defeat of Japan being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a reserve Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jolie Browne:

Here thing why this specific Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the
Defeat of Japan giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there
is no book that similar with Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan in e-book can be your choice.

Florence Lentz:

The book untitled Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Judith Mandel:

The book untitled Cataclysm: General Hap Arnold and the Defeat of Japan contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice study.
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