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Each summer between 1790 and 1860, hundreds and eventually thousands of southern men and women left
the diseases and boredom of their plantation homes and journeyed to the healthful and entertaining Virginia
Springs. While some came in search of a cure, most traveled over the mountains to enjoy the fashionable
society and participate in an array of social activities.

At the springs, visitors, as well as their slaves, interacted with one another and engaged in behavior quite
different from the picture presented by most historians. In the leisurely and pleasure-filled environment of
the springs, plantation society's hierarchies became at once more relaxed and more contested; its rituals and
rules sometimes changed and reformed; and its gender divisions often softened and blurred.

In Ladies and Gentlemen on Display, Charlene Boyer Lewis argues that the Virginia Springs provided a
theater of sorts, where contests for power between men and women, fashionables and evangelicals, blacks
and whites, old and young, and even northerners and southerners played out—away from the traditional roles
of the plantation. In their pursuit of health and pleasure, white southerners created a truly regional
community at the springs. At this edge of the South, elite southern society shaped itself, defining what it
meant to be a "Southerner" and redefining social roles and relations.
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From reader reviews:

Gustavo Cyr:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Ladies and Gentlemen on Display: Planter
Society at the Virginia Springs, 1790-1860 (The American South Series) will make you to be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Peggy Hardman:

Often the book Ladies and Gentlemen on Display: Planter Society at the Virginia Springs, 1790-1860 (The
American South Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Ladies and
Gentlemen on Display: Planter Society at the Virginia Springs, 1790-1860 (The American South Series) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Frank Wimmer:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Ladies and Gentlemen on Display: Planter Society at
the Virginia Springs, 1790-1860 (The American South Series) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ronald Folk:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ladies and Gentlemen on Display: Planter Society at the Virginia
Springs, 1790-1860 (The American South Series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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