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Poetry has often been considered an irrational genre, more expressive than logical, more meditative than
given to coherent argument. And yet, in each of the four very different poets she considers here, Helen
Vendler reveals a style of thinking in operation; although they may prefer different means, she argues, all
poets of any value are thinkers.

The four poets taken up in this volume--Alexander Pope, Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson, and William
Butler Y eats--come from three centuries and three nations, and their styles of thinking are characteristically
idiosyncratic. Vendler shows us Pope performing as a satiric miniaturizer, remaking in verse the form of the
essay, Whitman writing as a poet of repetitive insistence for whom thinking must be followed by rethinking,
Dickinson experimenting with plot to characterize life's unfolding, and Y eats thinking in images, using
montagein lieu of argument.

With customary lucidity and spirit, Vendler traces through these poets' lines to find evidence of thought in
lyric, the silent stylistic measures representing changes of mind, the condensed power of poetic thinking. Her
work argues against the reduction of poetry to its (frequently well-worn) themes and demonstrates, instead,
that there is always in admirable poetry a strenuous process of thinking, evident in an evolving style--
however ancient the theme--that is powerful and original.
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From reader reviews:
Warren Ford:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Poets Thinking. Try to the actual book Poets Thinking as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel aone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Eleanor Y oo:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various waysto
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this Poets Thinking, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Jim May:

The particular book Poets Thinking has alot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot
of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

May Davidson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading'sinternal or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this time, many waysto get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Poets Thinking can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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