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In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, modern urban, industrial, affluent societies have made great
strides towards fixing some of the problems that plagued other societies for centuries: food shortages are
nearly eliminated, infant and maternal mortality has fallen dramatically, birth control is both readily
available and effective, education levels are higher, and internal violence is significantly reduced.
Modernity's blessings are many and bountiful - but has modernity really made us happy? Satisfaction Not
Guaranteed is a book about the modern condition, and why the gains of living in modern urban, industrial,
affluent societies have not proved more satisfying than they have. It examines why real results that paralleled
earlier anticipations of progress have not generated the ease and contentment that the same forecasters
assumed would apply to modern life. Employing his trademark inquiry of emotions in American history,
Peter N. Stearns asks why, if modern life has been generally characterized by measurable themes of progress,
abundance, and improvement, are people not happier or more content with their lot in life? Why is there an
increased incidence of psychological depression, anxiety, and the sense that no one has ever reached a
pinnacle of happiness or contentment? It's not so much that modernity went wrong, but rather that it has not
gone as swimmingly as was anticipated. Satisfaction Not Guaranteed uses concrete examples from both
history and the present, such as happiness surveys, to discuss how as a society we might better juggle the
demands of modern life with the pursuit of happiness.
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From reader reviews:

William Gilbert:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Satisfaction Not Guaranteed: Dilemmas of Progress in Modern Society.
Try to make book Satisfaction Not Guaranteed: Dilemmas of Progress in Modern Society as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Stephen Hill:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Satisfaction Not Guaranteed: Dilemmas of Progress in Modern
Society had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Satisfaction Not Guaranteed:
Dilemmas of Progress in Modern Society is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Satisfaction Not Guaranteed: Dilemmas of Progress in Modern Society. You
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Norma Dickerson:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Satisfaction Not Guaranteed:
Dilemmas of Progress in Modern Society book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Patricia Cockrell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Satisfaction Not Guaranteed: Dilemmas of Progress in Modern Society, you can tells your family, friends



along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.
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