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Amid gloomy forecasts of the decline of the humanities and the death of poetry, Angus Fletcher, a wise and
dedicated literary voice, sounds a note of powerful, tempered optimism. He lays out a fresh approach to
American poetry at large, the first in several decades, expounding a defense of the art that will resonate well
into the new century.

Breaking with the tired habit of treating American poets as the happy or rebellious children of European
romanticism, Fletcher uncovers a distinct lineage for American poetry. His point of departure is the
fascinating English writer, John Clare; he then centers on the radically American vision expressed by
Emerson and Walt Whitman. With Whitman this book insists that "the whole theory and nature of poetry"
needs inspiration from science if it is to achieve a truly democratic vista. Drawing variously on Complexity
Theory and on fundamentals of art and grammar, Fletcher argues that our finest poetry is nature-based,
environmentally shaped, and descriptive in aim, enabling poets like John Ashbery and other contemporaries
to discover a mysterious pragmatism.

Intense, resonant, and deeply literary, this account of an American poetics shows how today's consumerist
and conformist culture subverts the imagination of a free people. While centering on American vision, the
argument extends our horizon, striking a blow against all economically sanctioned attacks upon the finer,
stronger human capacities. Poetry, the author maintains, is central to any coherent vision of life.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of A New Theory for American Poetry to
read.

Robert Farley:

Typically the book A New Theory for American Poetry will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book
you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book A New Theory for American Poetry is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Eli Benton:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled A New Theory for American Poetry can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lois Hutter:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific A New Theory for American Poetry can give
you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have A New Theory for American Poetry.
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