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From acclaimed popular historian Richard Snow, who “writes with verve and a keen eye” (The New York
Times Book Review), the thrilling story of the naval battle that not only changed the Civil War but the future
of all sea power.

No single sea battle has had more far-reaching consequences than the one fought in the harbor at Hampton
Roads, Virginia, in March 1862. The Confederacy, with no fleet of its own, built an iron fort containing ten
heavy guns on the hull of a captured Union frigate named the Merrimack. The North got word of the project
when it was already well along, and, in desperation, commissioned an eccentric inventor named John
Ericsson to build the Monitor, an entirely revolutionary iron warship—at the time, the single most
complicated machine ever made. Abraham Lincoln himself was closely involved with the ship’s design.
Rushed through to completion in just 100 days, it mounted only two guns, but they were housed in a shot-
proof revolving turret. The ship hurried south from Brooklyn (and nearly sank twice on the voyage), only to
arrive to find the Merrimack had arrived blazing that morning, destroyed half the Union fleet, and would be
back to finish the job the next day. When she returned, the Monitor was there. She fought the Merrimack to a
standstill, and saved the Union cause. As soon as word of the battle spread, Great Britain—the foremost sea
power of the day—ceased work on all wooden ships. A thousand-year-old tradition ended, and the path to
the naval future opened.

Richly illustrated with photos, maps, and engravings, Iron Dawn is the irresistible story of these incredible,
intimidating war machines. Historian Richard Snow brings to vivid life the tensions of the time, explaining
how wooden and ironclad ships worked, maneuvered, battled, and sank. This full account of the Merrimack
and Monitor has never been told in such immediate, compelling detail.
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From reader reviews:

Mikel Davis:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Iron Dawn: The Monitor, the Merrimack, and the Civil
War Sea Battle that Changed History. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important any book Iron Dawn: The Monitor, the Merrimack, and the Civil
War Sea Battle that Changed History. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with
a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Daniel Slater:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Iron Dawn: The
Monitor, the Merrimack, and the Civil War Sea Battle that Changed History book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

David McKenney:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Iron Dawn: The Monitor, the Merrimack, and the Civil War Sea Battle that Changed History your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Iron Dawn: The Monitor, the Merrimack, and the
Civil War Sea Battle that Changed History giving you an additional experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Cheri Adamo:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Iron Dawn: The Monitor, the Merrimack,
and the Civil War Sea Battle that Changed History to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Iron Dawn: The
Monitor, the Merrimack, and the Civil War Sea Battle that Changed History can to be your new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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