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Why would love for their language lead several men in southern India to burn themselves alive in its name?
Passions of the Tongue analyzes the discourses of love, labor, and life that transformed Tamil into an object
of such passionate attachment, producing in the process one of modern India's most intense movements for
linguistic revival and separatism.

Sumathi Ramaswamy suggests that these discourses cannot be contained within a singular metanarrative of
linguistic nationalism and instead proposes a new analytic, "language devotion." She uses this concept to
track the many ways in which Tamil was imagined by its speakers and connects these multiple imaginings to
their experience of colonial and post-colonial modernity. Focusing in particular on the transformation of the
language into a goddess, mother, and maiden, Ramaswamy explores the pious, filial, and erotic aspects of
Tamil devotion. She considers why, as its speakers sought political and social empowerment, metaphors of
motherhood eventually came to dominate representations of the language.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Passions of the
Tongue: Language Devotion in Tamil India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the History of Society and Culture)
suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Passions of the
Tongue: Language Devotion in Tamil India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the History of Society and Culture)is a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Jerry Raminez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Passions of the Tongue:
Language Devotion in Tamil India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
are able to pick Passions of the Tongue: Language Devotion in Tamil India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the
History of Society and Culture) become your own personal starter.

Nathan Hutchison:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Passions of the Tongue: Language
Devotion in Tamil India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Passions of the Tongue: Language Devotion in Tamil
India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) as good book not merely by the cover but
also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ann Yoho:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Passions of the Tongue:



Language Devotion in Tamil India, 1891-1970 (Studies on the History of Society and Culture) can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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