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The image of the shinkansen – or ‘bullet train’ – passing Mount Fuji is one of the most renowned images of
modern Japan. Yet, despite its international reputation for speed and punctuality, little is understood about
what makes it work so well and what its impact is.

This is a comprehensive account of the history of the shinkansen, from its planning during the Pacific War,
to its launch in 1964 and subsequent development. It goes on to analyze the reasons behind the bullet train’s
success, and demonstrates how it went from being simply a high-speed rail network to attaining the status of
iconic national symbol. It considers the shinkansen’s relationship with national and regional politics and
economic development, its financial viability, the environmental challenges it must cope with, and the ways
in which it reflects and influences important aspects of Japanese society. It concludes by considering whether
the bullet train can be successful in other countries developing high-speed railways. Overall, this book
provides a thorough examination of the phenomenon of the shinkansen, and its relationship with Japanese
society.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Gibbons:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol
of Modern Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) to read.

Wendy Miller:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol of
Modern Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Ross Adams:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol of Modern Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series)
can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Alan Sarno:

Beside this kind of Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol of Modern Japan (Routledge Contemporary
Japan Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Shinkansen: From Bullet Train to Symbol
of Modern Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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