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This lively and authoritative volume makes clear that the quest for taste and manners in America has been
essential to the serious pursuit of a democratic culture. Spanning the material world from mansions and
silverware to etiquette books, city planning, and sentimental novels, Richard L. Bushman shows how a set of
values originating in aristocratic court culture gradually permeated almost every stratum of American society
and served to prevent the hardening of class consciousness. A work of immense and richly nuanced learning,
The Refinement of America newly illuminates every facet of both our artifacts and our values.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Infante:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities. Try to make the
book The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities as your pal. It means that it can for being your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Katie Mueller:

This The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. That The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities without we recognize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Refinement of
America: Persons, Houses, Cities can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Refinement of America:
Persons, Houses, Cities having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Kirk Nutter:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

David Baxter:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Refinement of America: Persons, Houses, Cities can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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