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Rather than resist the vast social and cultural changes sweeping Japan in the nineteenth century, the poet
Masaoka Shiki (1867–1902) instead incorporated new Western influences into his country’s native haiku and
tanka verse. By reinvigorating these traditional forms, Shiki released them from outdated conventions and
made them more responsive to newer trends in artistic expression. Altogether, his reforms made the haiku
Japan’s most influential modern cultural export.

Using extensive readings of Shiki’s own writings and accounts of the poet by his contemporaries and family,
Donald Keene charts Shiki’s revolutionary (and often contradictory) experiments with haiku and tanka, a
dynamic process that made the survival of these traditional genres possible in a globalizing world. Keene
particularly highlights random incidents and encounters in his impressionistic portrait of this tragically young
life, moments that elicited significant shifts and discoveries in Shiki’s work. The push and pull of a
profoundly changing society is vividly felt in Keene’s narrative, which also includes sharp observations of
other recognizable characters, such as the famous novelist and critic Natsume Soseki. In addition, Keene
reflects on his own personal relationship with Shiki’s work, further developing the nuanced, deeply felt
dimensions of its power.
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From reader reviews:

Tawny Morgenstern:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Winter Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture).

Katie Jones:

The book The Winter Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and
Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book The Winter Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia Perspectives: History,
Society, and Culture)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Winter
Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kathryn Granger:

Typically the book The Winter Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia Perspectives: History, Society,
and Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Ronald Sadowski:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Winter Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia
Perspectives: History, Society, and Culture) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Winter Sun Shines In: A Life of Masaoka Shiki (Asia Perspectives: History, Society,
and Culture) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading that will.
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