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Until recently, policy evaluation has mostly meant assessing whether government programs raise reading
levels, decrease teen pregnancy rates, improve air quality levels, lower drunk-driving rates, or achieve any of
the other goals that government programs are ostensibly created to do. Whether or not such programs also
have consequences with respect to future demands for government action and whether government programs
can heighten—or dampen—citizen involvement in civic activities are questions that are typically overlooked.

This book applies such questions to local government. Employing policy feedback theory to a series of local
government programs, Elaine B. Sharp shows that these programs do have consequences with respect to
citizens’ political participation. Unlike other feedback theory investigations, which tend to focus on federal
government programs, Sharp’s looks at a broad range of policy at the local level, including community
policing programs, economic development for businesses, and neighborhood empowerment programs.

With this clear-eyed analysis, Sharp finds that local governments’ social program activities actually dampen
participation of the have-nots, while cities’ development programs reinforce the political involvement of
already-privileged business interests. Meanwhile, iconic urban programs such as community policing and
broader programs of neighborhood empowerment fail to enhance civic engagement or build social capital at
the neighborhood level; at worst, they have the potential to deepen divisions—especially racial
divisions—that undercut urban neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Pinkston:

This Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and
Community) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Does Local Government
Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and Community) without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and
Community) can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Does Local Government Matter?: How
Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and Community) having good arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Antoine Anderson:

The actual book Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement
(Globalization and Community) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Rodney Natale:

Exactly why? Because this Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement
(Globalization and Community) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Annie Fowler:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies
Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and Community) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
the website. As we know that book Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic
Engagement (Globalization and Community) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best



book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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