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Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars is a chronicle of poet and critic Christopher Merrill's
ten war-time journeys to the Balkans from the years 1992 through 1996. At once a travelogue, a book of war
reportage, and a biography of the imagination under siege, this beautifully written and personal narrative
takes the reader along on the author's journeys to all the provinces and republics of the former
Yugoslavia—Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia, and
Vojvodina—as well as to Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Italy, and Turkey. His journeys
provide the narrative structure for an exploration of the roles and responsibility of intellectuals caught up in a
decisive historical moment, many of whom either helped to incite the war or else bore eloquent witness to its
carnage. What separates this book-the first non-native literary work on the conflict-from other collections of
reportage, political analysis, and polemic, is its concern for capturing the texture of particular places in the
midst of dramatic change-the sounds and sights and smells, the stories and observations of victim and
perpetrator alike, the culture of war. Here is a literary meditation on war, a fascinating portrait of the poetry,
politics and the people of the Balkans that will provide insight into the past, present, and future of those war-
torn lands. Hear an interview with the author on NPR's Weekend All Things Considered, February 20th,
'Balkan Poets.'
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars.

James Anderson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Only the Nails Remain: Scenes
from the Balkan Wars was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan
Wars is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars. You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Terry Klatt:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Only
the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars.

Jerry Hull:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list is Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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