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The founding of Singapore has typically been attributed to the strategic genius of one man, Stamford Raffles.
Frequently overlooked is the part played by his superior in the East India Company, the Marquess of
Hastings. It was Hastings who, as Governor-General of India, made the fateful decision to establish a British
trading post at the southern entrance of the Malacca Straits, and once this was executed with great daring by
Raffles in early 1819, it was Hastings again who supported the retention of Singapore against opposition
from all quarters.

This book provides an intimate account of Singapore’s founding by drawing on the personal correspondence
between these two men, which they maintained separately from their official exchanges. Published here for
the first time, these private letters reveal at first-hand the challenges that Raffles and Hastings faced in
manoeuvring within the Dutch-dominated East Indies. Just as significantly, they reveal the complex
relationship between the two men – evolving from mutual suspicion at the outset to cooperation and
admiration, but nonetheless peppered throughout with backbiting, hidden agendas and the clash of personal
ambitions.

Historian John Bastin brings rigorous scholarship to bear on this work, at the same time presenting it in a
clear, readable style that will engage specialist and general readers alike
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From reader reviews:

Keith Devine:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Raffles and Hastings:
Private Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

David McMillian:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind the Founding
of Singapore can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Cynthia Olson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind
the Founding of Singapore giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Theresa Tompkins:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Raffles and Hastings: Private
Exchanges Behind the Founding of Singapore to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Raffles and Hastings: Private Exchanges Behind
the Founding of Singapore can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in



doing what must you're doing of these time.
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