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The urban crisis of the 1960s revived a dormant social activism whose protagonists placed their hoped for
radical change and political effectiveness in community action. Ironically, the insurgents chose the local
community as their terrain for a political battle that in reality involved a few strictly local issues. They failed
to achieve their goals, Ira Katznelson argues, not so much because they had chosen their ground badly but
because the deep split of the American political landscape into workplace politics and community politics
defeats attempts to address grievances or raise demands that break the rules of bread-and-butter unionism on
the one hand or of local politics on the other.
 
A fascinating record of the encounter between today’s reformers—the community activists—and the powers
they challenge. City Trenches is also a probing analysis of the causes of urban instability. Katznelson
anatomizes the unique workings of the American urban system which allow it to contain opposition through
“machine” politics and, as a last resort, institutional innovation and co-optation, for example, the authorities’
own version of decentralization used in the 1960s as a counter to a “community control.” Washington
Heights–Inwood, a multi-ethnic working-class community in northern Manhattan, provides the setting for an
absorbing close-up view of the historical evolution of local politics: the challenge to the system in the 1960s
and its reconstitution in the 1970s.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

The book City Trenches can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the great thing like a book City Trenches? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book City Trenches has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marjorie Cook:

The knowledge that you get from City Trenches is the more deep you digging the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but City Trenches giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this City Trenches instantly.

Minnie Rivera:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you is City Trenches this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this
book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Johnny Abel:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this City Trenches can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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