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Black barbers, reflected a freed slave who barbered in antebellum St. Louis, may have been "the only men in
their community who enjoyed, at all times, the privilege of free speech." The reason, of course, lay in their
temporary?but absolute?power over a client. With a flick of the wrist, nineteenth-century black barbers could
have slit the throats of the white men they shaved. In Knights of the Razor, Douglas Walter Bristol, Jr.,
explores this extraordinary relationship in the largely untold story of African American barbers, North and
South, from the American Revolution to the First World War.

Besides establishing the modern-day barbershop, these barbers used their skilled trade to navigate the many
pitfalls that racism created for ambitious black men. They dominated an upscale market that catered to
prosperous white men. At the same time, their respect for labor itself preserved their ties to the black
community. Successful barbers assumed leadership roles in their localities, helping to form a black middle
class despite pervasive racial segregation. They advocated economic independence from whites and founded
insurance companies that became some of the largest black-owned corporations.

Bristol engagingly narrates this story of skilled blacks and elite whites. More broadly, he offers a thoughtful
study of the nuances of race relations and the ingenuity of black enterprise. Knights of the Razor tackles a
rich and tangled subject.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Knights of the Razor: Black
Barbers in Slavery and Freedom will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suited book with you?

Thomas Jones:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Knights of the
Razor: Black Barbers in Slavery and Freedom is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

John Minnis:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Knights of the Razor: Black Barbers in Slavery and Freedom as the
daily resource information.

Irving Dorn:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Knights of the Razor: Black Barbers in Slavery and Freedom was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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