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The shopping mall is both the most visible and the most contentious symbol of American prosperity. Despite
their convenience, malls are routinely criticized for representing much that is wrong in America—sprawl,
conspicuous consumption, the loss of regional character, and the decline of Mom and Pop stores. So
ubiquitous are malls that most people would be suprised to learn that they are the brainchild of a single
person, architect Victor Gruen.

An immigrant from Austria who fled the Nazis in 1938, Gruen based his idea for the mall on an idealized
America: the dream of concentrated shops that would benefit the businessperson as well as the consumer and
that would foster a sense of shared community. Modernist Philip Johnson applauded Gruen for creating a
true civic art and architecture that enriched Americans' daily lives, and for decades he received praise from
luminaries such as Lewis Mumford, Winthrop Rockefeller, and Lady Bird Johnson. Yet, in the end, Gruen
returned to Europe, thoroughly disillusioned with his American dream.

In Mall Maker, the first biography of this visionary spirit, M. Jeffrey Hardwick relates Gruen's successes and
failures—his work at the 1939 World's Fair, his makeover of New York's Fifth Avenue boutiques, his
rejected plans for reworking entire communities, such as Fort Worth, Texas, and his crowning achievement,
the enclosed shopping mall. Throughout Hardwick illuminates the dramatic shifts in American culture during
the mid-twentieth century, notably the rise of suburbia and automobiles, the death of downtown, and the
effect these changes had on American life. Gruen championed the redesign of suburbs and cities through
giant shopping malls, earnestly believing that he was promoting an American ideal, the ability to build a
community. Yet, as malls began covering the landscape and downtowns became more depressed, Gruen
became painfully aware that his dream of overcoming social problems through architecture and commerce
was slipping away. By the tumultuous year of 1968, it had disappeared.

Victor Gruen made America depend upon its shopping malls. While they did not provide an invigorated
sense of community as he had hoped, they are enduring monuments to the lure of consumer culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Novick:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Mall Maker: Victor Gruen, Architect of an American Dream.

Celia Robertson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Mall Maker: Victor Gruen, Architect of an American Dream book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with Mall Maker: Victor Gruen, Architect of an American Dream content conveys the
idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Mall Maker: Victor Gruen, Architect of an
American Dream is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Ralph McClure:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Mall Maker: Victor
Gruen, Architect of an American Dream suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Mall Maker: Victor Gruen, Architect of an American Dreamis one of
several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Jimmy Miller:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be Mall Maker: Victor Gruen, Architect of an American Dream.
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