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“In her admirable biography of Mary Chesnut, Elisabeth Muhlenfeld has American literature as well as
American history in her debt.” —C. Vann Woodward

Mary Boykin Miller Chesnut (1823–1886) is known today for her excellent firsthand account of life in the
Confederate States of America. A Diary from Dixie (republished in 1981 as Mary Chesnut’s Civil War)is far
more than a simple diary, however, for Mrs. Chesnut’s drawing room was a social center for many of the
most prominent political and military figures in the Confederacy. Elisabeth Muhlenfeld’s expert biography
utilizes Mrs. Chesnut’s autobiographical writings, her papers, and those of her family, as well as published
sources. It traces her life in South Carolina from her childhood, as the daughter of a governor and United
States senator, through her schooling and her marriage to James Chesnut, Jr., the son of a wealthy South
Carolina planter. During the war her husband served as an aide to P. G. T. Beauregard and to Jefferson
Davis, achieving the rank of general.

Muhlenfeld emphasizes Mary Chesnut’s last twenty years, when she helped her family through the
intricacies of repaying immense debts incurred during the Civil War, rebuilding wrecked homes, and
reestablishing some measure of order and security. These were also the years of her serious writing. She
experimented with fiction, writing three novels and translating others from the French; and in 1881 she
began the last revisions of her Civil War journal. In the descriptive passages, characterizations, thematic
patterns, and overall structure of the revised journal, Chesnut employed the techniques she had learned by
writing fiction.

Besides adding to our knowledge of this unusual nineteenth-century southern woman, Mary Boykin Chesnut:
A Biography enhances our knowledge of the history of women in general as it delineates the transformation
of a wartime diary into the chronicle that remains a major document in southern history.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Bannister:

This book untitled Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography (Southern Biography Series) to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Lillian Owensby:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Mary Boykin Chesnut: A
Biography (Southern Biography Series) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you can pick Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography (Southern Biography Series) become
your own starter.

Donna Casey:

This Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography (Southern Biography Series) is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Mary
Boykin Chesnut: A Biography (Southern Biography Series) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny
right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that?

Robert Rascoe:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography (Southern Biography Series) we can
take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
that book Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography (Southern Biography Series). You can more appealing than



now.
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