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Two hundred years before Shakespeare observed that “all the world’s a stage,” another writer with a flair for
drama realized the same fact. This writer was Geoffrey Chaucer.

Chaucer, however, presented his dramatic efforts through the medium of short stories, and he is regularly
referred to as one of the world’s great storytellers. Yet there are certain questions which arise time and again
in the minds of literary scholars. Most of the tales in the Canterbury collection are excellent, but why did
Chaucer include such obviously poor recitals as the dull “Melibeus” and the lengthy “Parson’s Tale”? Did he
fail to recognize their lack of literary merit? Or were those of his stories which seem so dull to modern
readers really popular in fourteenth-century England?

Of Sondry Folk is Lumiansky’s answer to such questions. But it is more than that. It is the revelation of
Chaucer as dramatic writer. Chaucer, says Lumiansky, did not intend primarily to tell a series of good tales.
Instead, he chose tales which suited his purpose of dramatic exposition of character. And the characters,
though drawn from many walks of life, are not stereotypes. Their tales not only disclose what the Pilgrims
think of themselves but reveal these Pilgrims as they really are—dull, romantic, egotistical, pious, or lustful.

Not all readers will agree with Lumiansky’s conclusions in this book. But his scholarship, his clear,
uninvolved prose, and his wit and frankness make of it an excellent handbook for the student of the
Canterbury Tales. Of Sondry Folk will increase the enjoyment and understanding of Chaucer’s art for any
reader, lay or scholarly.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Of Sondry Folk:
The Dramatic Principle in the Canterbury Tales to read.

Harry Blalock:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Of Sondry Folk: The
Dramatic Principle in the Canterbury Tales is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Janelle Ramirez:

This book untitled Of Sondry Folk: The Dramatic Principle in the Canterbury Tales to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Margaret Ochoa:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely Of Sondry Folk: The Dramatic Principle in the Canterbury Tales.
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