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A young woman follows her fiancé to war-torn Congo to study extremely endangered bonobo apes-
who teach her a new truth about love and belonging.

In 2005, Vanessa Woods accepted a marriage proposal from a man she barely knew and agreed to join him
on a research trip to the Democratic Republic of Congo, a country reeling from a brutal decade-long war that
had claimed the lives of millions. Settling in at a bonobo sanctuary in Congo's capital, Vanessa and her
fiancé entered the world of a rare ape with whom we share 98.7 percent of our DNA. She soon discovered
that many of the inhabitants of the sanctuary-ape and human alike-are refugees from unspeakable violence,
yet bonobos live in a peaceful society in which females are in charge, war is nonexistent, and sex is as
common and friendly as a handshake.

A fascinating memoir of hope and adventure, Bonobo Handshake traces Vanessa's self-discovery as she
finds herself falling deeply in love with her husband, the apes, and her new surroundings while probing life's
greatest question: What ultimately makes us human? Courageous and extraordinary, this true story of
revelation and transformation in a fragile corner of Africa is about looking past the differences between
animals and ourselves, and finding in them the same extraordinary courage and will to survive. For Vanessa,
it is about finding her own path as a writer and scientist, falling in love, and finding a home.

Watch a Video
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

The book Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Bonobo
Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of
Love and Adventure in the Congo. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Fay Harris:

This Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of
Love and Adventure in the Congo can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and
Adventure in the Congo giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mary Wright:

The e-book untitled Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir
of Love and Adventure in the Congo from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jimmy Dolce:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled Bonobo Handshake: A Memoir of Love and Adventure in the Congo
can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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