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In 1861, Americans thought that the war looming on their horizon would be brief. None foresaw that they
were embarking on our nation's worst calamity, a four-year bloodbath that cost the lives of more than half a
million people. But as eminent Civil War historian Emory Thomas points out in this stimulating and
provocative book, once the dogs of war are unleashed, it is almost impossible to rein them in.
In The Dogs of War, Thomas highlights the delusions that dominated each side's thinking. Lincoln believed
that most Southerners loved the Union, and would be dragged unwillingly into secession by the planter class.
Jefferson Davis could not quite believe that Northern resolve would survive the first battle. Once the
Yankees witnessed Southern determination, he hoped, they would acknowledge Confederate independence.
These two leaders, in turn, reflected widely held myths. Thomas weaves his exploration of these
misconceptions into a tense narrative of the months leading up to the war, from the "Great Secession Winter"
to a fast-paced account of the Fort Sumter crisis in 1861.
Emory M. Thomas's books demonstrate a breathtaking range of major Civil War scholarship, from The
Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience and the landmark The Confederate Nation, to definitive
biographies of Robert E. Lee and J.E.B. Stuart. In The Dogs of War, he draws upon his lifetime of study to
offer a new perspective on the outbreak of our national Iliad.
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From reader reviews:

John Masterson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Dogs of War: 1861, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Diane Joiner:

The publication with title The Dogs of War: 1861 posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Robert Jones:

You can find this The Dogs of War: 1861 by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Belinda Bridges:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The Dogs of War: 1861 we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book The Dogs of War: 1861. You can more attractive
than now.
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